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But how were they to escape from the pain and
humiliation inflicted on them by anti-Semitism?
Herzl's answer was: By becoming a nation with a
government which will protect them as other govern-
ments protect their nationals. The sufferings of the
Jews, he said, come to them because they are a nation
but have no national home; and the Jews' difficulties
will be overcome with the establishment of a Jewish
national homeland.

Every Zionist speaker and writer makes great play
with the " homelessness of the Jews '*. The phrase is
ambiguous* Jews individually are not homeless.
Not the most ardent Zionist would maintain that the
English Jew is not at home in England; his com-
plaint against the English Jew is rather that he is too
much at home, that he loses his " Jewishness ** by
identifying himself with his English environment.
By the " homelessness of the Jews" the Zionists
mean that the Jews collectively have no national home.
That kind of " homelessness " can have significance
only for those who believe that the Jews are a dis*
tinctive nation* The Jews, say the Zionists, have no
homeland. True. But Jews have homelands* They
look upon the countries in which they live as fcheir
homelands. There is no reason in logic or history
why the Jews collectively should have a homeland.